




  
  
  
    	Home
	 Search
	Browse Collections
	My Account
	About
	[image: DC Network] Digital Commons Network™


  









	
		Skip to main content

					
			
				
					[image: UNM Digital Repository]
					
				
					
						[image: University of New Mexico]
						
				
			

					
			
				

	Home
	About
	FAQ
	My Account





			

		

		
			
				

  


	< Previous
	Next >
	 




	
	
	
			Home
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 > 
		Museums and Research Centers
	
	
	
	
	
	 > 
		Latin American and Iberian Institute
	
	
	
	
	
	 > 
		Energy Policy, Regulation and Dialogue
	
	
	
	
	
	 > 
		NotiEn
	
	
	
	
	
	 > 
		37
	
	
	















































	
	
	
    
    
    
	
		
		
		
	
	
	
	
	
	










 






	
	
	
	
	
	
NotiEn:  An Analytical Digest About Energy Issues in Latin America


 





Title

Mexican Government, Congress Support Nuclear Power to Varying Degrees; Detractors Want Laguna Verde Power Plant Closed






Authors

Carlos Navarro







Document Type

Article






Publication Date

5-26-2011






Abstract

The threat of a nuclear mishap in Mexico, similar to the disaster that hit the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant in Japan in March, has ignited a debate on whether the Mexican government should proceed with plans to expand the capacity of the Laguna Verde nuclear power plant in Veracruz state. The plant, property of the state-run electric utility Comisión Federal de Electricidad (CFE), operates two boiling-water reactors fueled with enriched uranium and provides 3% to 4% of Mexicos total electricity needs. The plant has an installed capacity of nearly 1,400 megawatts. The Japan disaster has prompted a group of environmental organizations, led by Greenpeace México, to demand that the government abandon nuclear power altogether. Opinions in the Mexican Congress are mixed, with the chair of the Senate energy committee reiterating that nuclear power is safe and a senator for the governing party calling for constructing more nuclear power plants. Other legislators are asking for further studies on the safety of nuclear power and a moratorium on expanding the country's nuclear power program, but they stopped short of calling for an end to the use of nuclear power.'
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