




  
  
  
    	Home
	 Search
	Browse Collections
	My Account
	About
	[image: DC Network] Digital Commons Network™


  









	
		Skip to main content

					
			
				
					[image: UNM Digital Repository]
					
				
					
						[image: University of New Mexico]
						
				
			

					
			
				

	Home
	About
	FAQ
	My Account





			

		

		
			
				





	< Previous
	Next >
	 




	
	
	
			Home
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 > 
		Electronic Theses and Dissertations
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 > 
		Education ETDs
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 > 
		LLSS ETDs
	
	
	
	
	
	 > 
		31
	
	
	
	















































	
	
	
    
    
    
	
		
		
		
	
	
	
	
	
	




			
						[image: Education ETDs]
			




 

Language, Literacy, and Sociocultural Studies ETDs




Teacher Perceptions about Diversity and the Achievement Gap: Understanding the Discursive Construction of Whiteness






Author

Virginia Padilla Vigil







Publication Date

7-11-2013






Abstract

Teacher perceptions about diversity and the achievement gap were examined.  Participants were alternative teacher licensure candidates at the student teaching phase of their preparation program.   Two-hour individual, in-depth, and semi-structured interviews were conducted with each of the participants.  Additionally, the participants participated in focus groups that engaged them in discourse about the achievement gap (definitions, contributing factors, and solutions).  Finally, the participants submitted written statements related to diversity, multiculturalism and critically reflective practice.  Critical discourse analysis of the interview/focus group transcripts and the participants written statements was conducted to identify the underlying ideologies of the participants.    The study yielded three major findings.  First, although one of the program's core values was critically reflective practice, critical reflection was approached from a technical or methods-focused construct versus critical reflection leading to critical consciousness.  Second, the participants held hegemonic ideologies including meritocracy, individualism, and cultural deficit that may hinder their success with children of color.  Finally, the participants' written and oral discourse revealed discursive strategies that detracted from issues of race.  These discursive strategies are referred to by Irene Yoon (2012) as Whiteness-At-Work.  The need for critical multicultural teacher education programs that effectively prepare counter-hegemonic teachers is highlighted through this study.'
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