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Abstract

In New Mexico, riverine wetlands are generally associated with riparian areas found in the floodplains or once floodplains, of the Rio Grande and associated tributaries. Riverine wetlands are supported with water provided by over bank flow from the river, connection to the shallow groundwater, and/or acequia systems. Wetland and riparian areas are impacted by land uses, hydromodification and other activities that occur within a watershed. Wetland and riparian areas play an important role within a watershed by providing many beneficial environmental functions. This paper examines watershed issues affecting the quality of remaining wetland and riparian resources in the valley and proposes a strategy for managing these resources within a watershed context for the Alcalde/Velarde valley located in the Upper Rio Grande Watershed in Northern New Mexico. The Alcalde/Velarde valley community may provide a unique opportunity to protect existing wetland and riparian areas, and to restore degraded or former wetland and riparian areas that have been lost to development and channelization, and to reinstate the functions that wetland and riparian areas once served in this river valley.
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